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ALL EC CAPITALS 0216 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
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AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
USMISSION NATO 

CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 30417 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR FR UR CSCE 

SUBJECT: GISCARD CENSORED BY SOVIET PRESS? 

REF: PARIS 30131 

1 . FOLLOWING ON LE MONDE STORY BY AMALRIC YESTERDAY 
REPORTING THAT SOVIET LEADERS WERE "EMBARRASSED" BY GIS- 
CARD'S EULOGY OF LIBERAL SOCIETY ON SOVIET TV INTERVIEW 
(REFTEL), AFP NOW REPORTS THAT, AFTER 24-HOUR DELAY, 

PRAVDA AND IZVESTIA HAVE PUBLISHED TEXT GISCARD INTER 
VIEW BUT IN SIGNIFICANTLY CENSORED FORM. 

2. ACCORDING THIS ACCOUNT PASSAGES DEVOTED TO GISCARD'S 
PERCEPTION OF IDEOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF DETENTE, HIS COM- 
MENTS ON PLURALISM IN FRENCH SOCIETY, HIS DESCRIPTION 
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OF FRENCH LIVING STANDARDS AND HIS REFERENCES TO UPCOM- 
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ING MEETINGS WITH BREZHNEV AND GIERECK WERE ALL IN VARY 
ING DEGREES OMITTED. 

3. COMMENT: FRENCH PRESS NOW ACCEPTS THAT OMISSION OF 
RUBLE EQUIVALENT IN RUSSIAN TRANSLATION OF AVERAGE 
FRENCH WORKER'S INCOME DURING GISCARD INTERVIEW (REFTEL) 
WAS PERHAPS JUSTIFIABLE, SINCE GISCARD APPARENTLY USED 
WRONG FIGURE. HOWEVER. IF AFP REPORT OF MORE SUBSTAN- 
TIAL ALTERATIONS IN PUBLISHED TEXTS ARE TRUE, THIS 
HIGH- AND HEAVYHANDED SOVIET BEHAVIOR WILL INEVITABLY 
COME IN FOR FURTHER CRITICISM HERE, BOTH IN FRANCO- 
SOVIET AND CSCE CONTEXTS. 
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